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RESEARCH AND ACADEMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENT
Concluded on _____________, by and between:
Rzeszów University of Technology, ul. Powstańców Warszawy 12, 35-029 Rzeszów, Poland, NIP: 8130266999, REGON: 000001749,
represented by ______________________________
and
________________________________________________________,                             represented by: __________________________,
hereinafter jointly referred to as the “Parties” and individually as a “Party”.
PREAMBLE
Recognising the Parties’ willingness to develop international academic and research cooperation, seeking to enhance the quality of research conducted, and noting that Rzeszów University of Technology is implementing the project entitled “Regional Centre of Excellence: Engineering for Quality of Life and Technology Development” under Agreement No. RID/SP/0032/2024/01 within the “Regional Excellence Initiative” programme (hereinafter referred to as the “Project”), the Parties hereby agree to enter into this Cooperation Agreement.
§ 1. Subject Matter and Purpose of the Agreement
1. The subject matter of this Agreement is to establish the principles of academic, research and development cooperation between the Parties in the implementation of research activities in the following areas:
1. …………………………..
2. …………………………..
3. …………………………..
2. The primary objective of the cooperation is to conduct joint research, exchange knowledge and experience, develop innovative research solutions, and contribute to the development of qualified human resources necessary for the functioning and development of society, the economy and public administration.

§ 2. Scope and Forms of Cooperation
Cooperation under this Agreement shall include, in particular:
1) conducting joint research and development activities in the areas specified in § 1(1);
2) preparing academic publications and teaching and research materials.

§ 3. Establishment and Operation of Joint Research Teams
1. For the purpose of carrying out specific research tasks under this Agreement, the Parties may establish joint research teams (hereinafter referred to as the “Teams”).
2. Each Party shall independently appoint a team on its side, while also designating a team leader, defining the scope of work to be performed by its team members and specifying the expected results.
3. The Team leaders shall be responsible for the ongoing coordination of the Team’s activities.
4. Members of the Teams shall comply with the internal regulations and safety procedures applicable at the location where the research activities are carried out.

§ 4. Intellectual Property Rights and Research Results
1. All intellectual property rights, economic copyrights and know-how owned by a given Party prior to the entry into force of this Agreement or developed independently of the cooperation shall remain the exclusive property of that Party. Such rights shall be made available solely to the extent necessary for the performance of research activities under this Agreement.
2. Rights to the results of work, including intellectual property rights, economic copyrights and know-how, created during the implementation of this Agreement exclusively by the employees of a given Party shall belong entirely to that Party.
3. Rights to the results of work arising from joint research activities carried out by employees of both Parties shall be jointly owned by the Parties. The Parties’ respective shares in the joint ownership shall be determined taking into account the creative, scientific, organisational and financial contribution of each Party.

§ 5. Confidentiality and Protection of Information
1. The Parties undertake to keep confidential all technical, technological, organisational, financial and scientific information obtained in connection with the performance of this Agreement (hereinafter referred to as “Confidential Information”).
2. The confidentiality obligation shall not apply to information that:
1) is publicly known at the time of disclosure without breach of this Agreement;
2) was in the possession of a Party prior to its disclosure by the other Party;
3) has been disclosed with the prior written consent of the disclosing Party;
4) is required to be disclosed pursuant to generally applicable laws or a decision of a competent authority.
3. The obligation of confidentiality shall remain in force throughout the term of this Agreement and for a period of 10 years after its expiry or termination.

§ 6. Academic Publications
1. The Parties shall have the right to publish and publicly present the results of joint work obtained as part of the cooperation, while respecting the rights of the other Party and their confidentiality obligations.
2. A Party intending to publish or publicly present the results of joint work shall provide the other Party with a draft of the publication or presentation at least 30 days before the planned publication or presentation. During this period, the other Party may raise justified objections, in particular concerning the protection of Confidential Information, intellectual property rights or the possibility of obtaining legal protection for the research results.

§ 7. Personal Data Protection
The Parties undertake to process personal data disclosed in connection with the performance of this Agreement in accordance with generally applicable data protection laws, in particular the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

§ 8. Funding and Costs
1. This Agreement does not create any direct financial obligations for either Party.
2. Each Party shall bear its own costs associated with the performance of the activities arising from this Agreement.
3. The implementation of specific activities requiring financial expenditure shall be subject to the availability of funds allocated by the Parties for such activities and shall be carried out on the basis of additional written arrangements between the Parties.

§ 9. Term and Termination of the Agreement
1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of its signature by both Parties and shall be concluded for a fixed term of ____ years.
2. Either Party may terminate this Agreement by giving three months’ notice, effective at the end of a calendar month, by submitting written notice to the other Party.
3. Termination or expiry of this Agreement shall not affect the continued validity of the obligations concerning confidentiality (§ 5) and intellectual property rights (§ 4).


§ 10. Final Provisions
1. Any amendments, additions to or termination of this Agreement shall be made in writing, failing which they shall be null and void.
2. This Agreement has been drawn up in two identical counterparts, one for each Party.
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